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THE FORESHADOWINGS OF THE CHRIST. VII. 



By George S. Goodspeed, 
The University of Chicago. 



Hopes of the exiles realized and disappointed in the return. — Building 
of the temple. — The Messianic King. — Prophetic visions of the divine advent. 
— The overthrow of kingdoms. — Hope undying though cast down. — Con- 
clusion ; foreshadowings as a whole. — The method justified. — The picture 
sketched. — Was it all a " splendid failure" t — The real significance. 

VIII. FORESHADOWINGS FROM POST-EXILIC TIMES. 

i. Hopes realized and disappointed. — The time of blessing of which 
all prophets had testified was now come. The period of distress, of 
suffering, and of punishment through which the sinful nation must 
pass had been accomplished, and the redeemed people could now 
expect the fulfilment of that which had been promised them. 

a. The first element of the programme was realized when the 
Babylonian Empire was overthrown by Cyrus the Persian in 538, and the 
exiles were permitted by the decree of the conqueror to return to their 
old home. A party of about fifty thousand set forth and accomplished 
the journey successfully. This was of course only a part of the exiles 
in the east, but it consisted naturally of those who were both 
supremely interested and least encumbered with material hindrances. 
A very significant number of them were priests. It was no doubt 
expected that others would follow as rapidly as circumstances would 
permit. The first acts of the newly arrived company were performed 
with alacrity and with zeal. Preparations were made for the building 
of the temple, the altar was set up, and worship established, and the 
beginnings of settlement were made. 

But at this point the fulfilment of the prophetic anticipations 
seemed to halt. The country was desolate, the city in ruins. The 
expected fertility of the land must needs be a matter of slow growth. 
Houses must be built, homes made, and the comparatively small 
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number of available workers made progress difficult. The years of 
devastating war conducted by the great armies of the east, or the 
marauding bands of the petty nations adjacent, had reduced the avail- 
able resources of the land to their lowest state. No miraculous out- 
pouring of fertility, no divine manifestations of recuperative forces, 
gladdened and encouraged their hearts. The fulfilment fell far short 
of the anticipation. 

b. The one great aim and hope of the exiles in returning to their 
native land was to restore their nationality and to revive their wor- 
ship. The central element in the latter expectation was the building 
of the temple. It was understood that they who had returned were to 
set about this work at once, but the very things in which they were 
disappointed with respect to the restoration on its material side hin- 
dered the fulfilment of their plans in this respect. They must have 
houses to shelter them, food to keep them alive. These were not easy 
to obtain, and so the higher and more ideal element in their expecta- 
tion faded away. The temple was not built, and that which was to 
accompany and follow its erection did not appear. 

Under the inspiration of two prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, the 
returned exiles did set about building the temple in the year 520. The 
enterprise was favored by the Persian king Darius, who provided 
materials and money, and it was completed in 516. So in this respect, 
at least, the hopes of the fathers had been fulfilled, even though the 
temple thus erected was less splendid than that of Solomon, and the 
means of carrying on the worship properly must be provided by the 
Persian government. 

c. A third almost equally essential element in the programme of 
the return and the reestablishment of the worship was the revival of 
the national life, the seating of the son of David upon the throne, the 
recovery of independence, and the glorification of Israel among the 
nations. It was this, perhaps, which was dearer to the hearts of the 
prophets than anything else. A son of David did, indeed, lead the 
exiles back, and as governor under the Persians he managed the affairs 
of the community. But there were no signs of any larger future until 
the occasion came which stirred the prophets to call upon the people 
to build the temple. Then, indeed, they believed the hour was arrived 
for the son of David to receive his right, and they declared, in state- 
ments which were sufficiently clear to those who lived in hope, that 
the prince would take the crown and the kingdoms of the world yield 
to him. But such was not to be the case. The Persian Empire with- 
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stood all shocks, and the organization established by Darius made it 
firmer than ever. In the new arrangements made by him the prince 
of David's line passed out of sight. A Persian governor took his place 
at the head of the community, and the national independence was 
spoken of no more. 

It is this appalling difference between the confident expectations 
as to the post-exilic age and its actual circumstances and events that 
makes this period the most dreary of all the epochs of the people's life. 
This may also account, at least in part, for the few memorials that have 
come down to us in most unsatisfactory form from this period. Never- 
theless it was an age of the utmost significance, equal in this respect, 
if not superior, to the exile period, because the adjustment of the 
people to this new condition of things, their solution of the riddle of 
their future, was accomplished in so marvelous a way and had so 
important an influence upon the future. 

2. Upon the critical events of this period of the post-exilic age light 
is thrown only at intervals. Besides what is told us about the return, 
the narrative of which, indeed, in Ezra, chdps. i — 3, comes from a very 
late date, there are three epochs concerning which something more 
than inference and general knowledge is possible. These are the work 
of Haggai and Zechariah, the prophetic activity of Malachi, and the 
times of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

a. Haggai and Zechariah. — The moment in the history of the 
Persian Empire taken by these prophets to stir up the Jews to their 
duty was a most critical one. Cambyses had died on his return march 
from Egypt. A usurper, pretending to be a brother of Cambyses, had 
seized the Persian throne. Darius, a distant relative of the royal 
house, by the aid of devoted nobles, had succeeded in reaching the 
castle in which the usurper was holding court and had slain him. 
Darius was thereupon proclaimed king, but his accession was the 
signal for a tremendous convulsion in the empire, province after prov- 
ince revolting. It was necessary for him in the first two or three 
years of his reign to engage in what was practically a struggle for the 
unity of the empire (B.C. 521-519). Babylon twice revolted. The 
west seems to have remained faithful, or at least indifferent, but the 
news of the great eastern commotions produced its effect there. It 
•was a world-crisis such as would have stirred Amos or Isaiah, and it 
did rouse into religious enthusiasm two of the religious leaders, proph- 
ets of Judah. All of Haggai's sermons were preached in 520, from 
the sixth to the ninth month, and in the same year, in the eighth 
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month, Zechariah's voice was heard. They called upon the people to 
begin at once upon the temple, with the assurance that Jehovah was 
with them. Only thus could the divine promises be fulfilled which the 
prophets of old had uttered. These prophecies involved the restitu- 
tion of the old independence and glory of the nation, as well as the 
reestablishment of the temple service. The beginning of the fulfil- 
ment of all this Haggai and Zechariah saw in the commotions of the 
great empire of Persia. These world-shakings would only fill the 
temple with the desirable things of the nations. Zerubbabel, the 
Davidic prince, was to be preserved, exalted, crowned. In the general 
breaking up of the empire these prophets saw the assurance that 
Jehovah was taking the initiative, and that the people must do their 
part if the programme was to be carried out in full. 

In the midst of the renewal of energy secured by their prophetic 
exhortations the satrap of Syria appeared at Jerusalem to investigate 
the new movement. He would naturally ask himself whether this 
meant the beginning of rebellion in the west, and, while he did not 
forbid the continuance of the work when the Jews gave their authority 
for carrying it on, he yet sent a message to Darius inquiring as to the 
authenticity of the Jewish claim of permission from Cyrus, and also as 
to whether it was advisable to permit further activity in this line. 
There is a story in one of the apocryphal books that Zerubbabel was 
at the court of Darius at this time and pleaded the Jewish cause. He 
seems to have remained there. At any rate it is remarkable that noth- 
ing more is heard of him. In Zechariah's series of visions found in 
Zech. 1:7 — 6:15, announced to the people while the temple was 
building, and possibly in the interval of the waiting for the answer 
from Darius, while it is promised that Zerubbabel shall finish the 
temple, the crowns are placed, not upon his head, but upon that of 
Joshua, the high priest, with the strange saying that between him and 
the occupant of the throne there shall be peace. Whatever may be the 
explanation of details the whole situation points to the expectation of 
both prophets that Zerubbabel is to be the king of the new state about 
to come into being. This, however, as has been remarked, did not 
come to pass. The Persian Empire remained intact, and, under the 
organization of Darius, stronger than ever. The temple, to be sure, 
was completed in 516, and with its completion darkness settled down 
upon the life at Jerusalem. 

h. Malachi. — We have from the hand of the prophet who calls 
himself Malachi a prophecy which suggests a critical moment in the 
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history of the community, and also illustrates the manner of life at 
Jerusalem. Skepticism and indifference were at work within. The 
offerings for the temple were grudgingly given and imperfect in 
quality. The leaders of the people had begun to cultivate alliances 
with non-Jewish families about them, even divorcing their own wives 
for this purpose. Against all these the prophet raises his voice in 
denunciation, announcing the certainty and immediateness of divine 
judgment. We are told, also, in a bit of narrative, that there was a 
genuine revival among the faithful, perhaps as a result of the work of 
the prophet. 

It is a suggestive conjecture which places the time and work of 
Malachi in connection with Ezra 4 : 6. The reins had fallen from the 
hand of Darius, and the youthful Xerxes had just come to the throne. 
Egypt was in revolt, and the provinces were naturally ready to break 
away. Such a time as this would be particularly stimulating for the 
community at Jerusalem, and suitable for a prophet to appear in 
denunciation and exhortation. The reformation thus begun by 
Malachi may have led to an attempt to build the wall of Jerusalem 
a thing which was the occasion of the accusation lodged with Xerxes 
who seems promptly to have stopped all proceedings of that sort. 
And thus the work of Malachi seemed in vain. 

c. Ezra and Nehemiah. — Malachi had spoken of a messenger, 
another Elijah, who was to come. Such an one did appear when Ezra 
came to Jerusalem in 458 with the law of Jehovah in his hand, by 
virtue of the authority of King Artaxerxes, to impose it upon the 
community at Jerusalem. The story of the beginning of his work is 
given us in his own words in the Book of Ezra, chaps. 7 — 9. The 
account of how he freed the community from the curse of the mixed 
marriages is told in the tenth chapter. While we hear nothing more 
directly of him and his work until much later, we are probably justi- 
fied in placing in the interval that attempt to build the wall which is 
described in Ezra 4 : 8-23. Ezra, too, found it impossible to realize 
his plans and carry out the law unless the city was protected from 
outsiders by a wall. But Artaxerxes would not permit this extension 
of privileges, and doubtless Ezra's work for the time was intermitted. 
It was, however, later brought to a splendid conclusion when Nehemiah 
came in 445 from the east with the king's express permission to build 
the walls and with grants of aid with which to do it. The enterprise 
was carried through, and in 445-4 the community as a body entered 
into covenant to obey the law of Jehovah which Ezra had brought. 
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This was the birthday of Judaism. It meant for the people the 
opportunity and the obligation to carry out the will of Jehovah regard- 
ing his own proper worship and regarding the life of the community 
as regulated by him. Now, as never before, did Judah know how to 
be holy, and now, as never before, did it undertake to realize that 
holiness. Prophets had called upon the people to obey Jehovah, to 
practice righteousness, to depart from sin : but now they had before 
them, as never previously, plain and clear directions from Jehovah 
himself as to what his will was, in what righteousness consisted, how 
they might definitely fulfil his commands. It was a wonderful trans- 
formation of the religion of Jehovah forced upon the people by its 
situation, illustrating the marvelous vitality of those fundamental reli- 
gious truths which, impressed upon Israel's life from the beginning, 
could reappear in this new and strange guise to run a long and 
splendid course. 

3. The foreshadowings of this period. — It is of course in one sense 
fulfilment and not foreshadowing that we should expect in this age. 
But the slow course of the fulfilment during its earlier years stirred 
prophets to new promises and expectations. And when the fulfil- 
ment came, it was so far short of what was expected, and was wanting 
in so many particulars, that there was still room for hope. 

a. Through the prophetic writings of the age runs a strong expecta- 
tion of the advent of Jehovah. The second Isaiah had described his 
triumphal advance to lead the exiles home, and to take up his abode 
upon his holy hill. But the temple was not built, and it remained for 
the prophetic voices of Haggai and Zechariah to declare that if only 
the people will build the temple Jehovah will come to dwell therein ; 
that, indeed, he was already with them in their efforts ; that the temple 
would be more glorious now than ever before; and that from it 
Jehovah would send forth peace (Haggai 1:13; 2:6-9; Zech. 2:5, 
12). Both prophets promise in connection with his advent the pros- 
perity of the land. Jerusalem shall grow so great that any walls 
which might be built would be too narrow, since the dispersed of 
Israel in other lands are to flock home, and the wealth of foreign 
peoples is to flow into the land (Haggai 2:7; Zech. 2 : 1-5 ; 1:17; 
8 : 1-8, 12, 20-23. 

These expectations are echoed in a series of wonderful psalms 
which have been assigned to the period of the completion of the 
temple. They are the response to the voice of the prophet. Jehovah's 
world-wide sovereignty is proclaimed. He is God of Israel, he rules 
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upon Zion over man and nature. His rule is one of justice and 
equity. He loves righteousness and will see it prevail. The righteous, 
therefore, are objects of his special care. He saves and glorifies them. 
"Let him, then, be worshiped by us, for he is our God. Let us be 
glad before him, for all things make for our salvation." (Pss. 93 — 100.) 

b. This age looks forward to a great change which is to precede 
Jehovah's advent. Such critical epochs of overthrow are, indeed, part 
of the prophetic expectation in all periods. Punishment is to fall 
upon the earth, including Israel and Judah, before the latter days come, 
— is the announcement of Ainos. The Assyrian is to be utterly 
destroyed before Jerusalem is glorified, — is the expectation of Isaiah. 
But now it is not so much a particular people whose fate is to be 
decided before the glory of Jehovah is revealed. The vision of this 
age is extended. Only a world-catastrophe involving peoples not 
immediately concerned with Israel can satisfy its outlook. Ezekiel 
had some such thought as this in mind when he brought up King Gog 
with his hosts to be annihilated before Jerusalem. Judah in Babylon 
was rather a passive spectator of the contest of the nations which was 
to free her from captivity. So, in this age, we have the pictures of 
universal war from Zechariah and the convulsions of contending king- 
doms described by Haggai, all of which are to usher in the era of 
Jerusalem's glory, the age of peace. These general and vague antici- 
pations are usually called "apocalyptic," and they are the beginning 
of a long series of such forms of predictive utterance. A much later 
and more highly colored vision of this sort is given in Zechariah, 
chaps. 12 — 14. 

c. The old hope of the revival of the ancient institutions of Israel 
is felt in this last age. How the two prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, 
looked forward to the crowning of Zerubbabel as the messiah of 
Jehovah, the king of the new nation ! He is the one whom Jehovah 
regards with intense solicitude, who is his signet ring, who is the 
"branch" of the Davidic house upon whom the hopes of all depend 
(Haggai 2 : 23 : Zech. 3 :8, 12). The prophet, too, reappears. He is to 
be the "messenger," in Malachi's words, who will prepare the way for 
the coming of Jehovah. A second Elijah will come to bring about a 
great revival and reconciliation between God's people, and thus usher 
in the era of blessing (Mai. 3:1; 4:5). The same prophet who 
desired the king saw also a great place for the priest. In the day of 
the revived kingdom the priest was to be an ally and helper of the 
monarchy (Zech. 3 : 7, 8 ; 6:12, 13). 
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d. In looking back over the foreshadowings of this age, what 
strikes one forcibly is not so much the scantiness of the material or 
the comparative narrowness of the outlook, but rather the persistence of 
hope for the future which was able to outlive the great disappointments 
of the return. In the midst of discouragements Judah persevered in 
hoping for the coming of Jehovah and the realizing of the promises of 
the past. The prophetic vision in one sense took a larger sweep 
than ever before, and if a tinge of severity, indiscriminate in its 
application, is discernible in the apocalyptic utterances (e. g., Zech. 
14 : 12), it is also true that with the concentration of their life upon 
the fulfilment of the law the faithful grew more and more certain 
that the blessings promised by Jehovah would be secured by the com- 
munity. 

IX. THE FORESHADOWINGS AS A WHOLE. 

At the conclusion of these papers it may be profitable to consider 
some more general points which concern no one period and its ideas, 
but need for their background the entire body of Old Testament 
Messianic teachings. 

I. The task which was set forth at the beginning may be recalled. 
It was the study of the foreshadowings in the Old Testament from a 
particular point of view, the selection of one out of several methods 
of studying the subject. The method selected was the historical one, 
that is, the study of these teachings as they were connected with, and 
sprang out of, historical events in which the seers took part or in view 
of which they spoke. This choice necessarily involved limitation of 
the field. Some who have read these papers may have felt disap- 
pointed that some considerations which were legitimate and germane 
to the study of Messianic prophecy did not appear, and that emphasis 
was laid too strongly upon certain other aspects of the subject. Per- 
haps such students need to be reminded of the definite lines which 
our study has laid down for itself. Their objections in this light may 
lose their force. 

A final word may be said in justification of the choice of the 
method. It has been amply demonstrated that Messianic prophecy is 
historical in its development. It has been shown how each age had 
its outlook, each prophet or singer had his background, how this out- 
look in every case was conditioned by the historical forces and ele- 
ments of the age, how the background of the speaker determined the 
direction, the emphasis, and the form of his thought. Isaiah foresaw 
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as he did because he lived in the Assyrian period ; Jeremiah looked 
forward to a future enlivened by his own experience and observation ; 
Zechariah painted his brilliant pictures with colors of the Persian age ; 
and all of these men in these messages sought to encourage, warn, 
and stimulate the people of their own day. 

II. It may again be remarked that, while a limitation was thus set 
upon our studies in one direction, in another respect the subject was 
extended far beyond what is ordinarily included under the term 
" Foreshadowings " of the Christ, or "Messianic Prophecy." Every- 
thing connected with the future, with the kingdom of God to come, 
in all its aspects has been regarded as coming within the scope of 
this study. And in this broad view, how many have been the various 
elements contributing to this larger picture ! Shall we recall 
them ? 

The most general conception of man in his ideal character and 
nature as created and inspired of God, ruler of creation, a little 
lower than the divine beings, under immediate divine protection, 
dwelling in Jehovah's presence (Psalm 91), sitting at his right hand; 
and, when fallen from his high estate and doomed to suffer, enliv- 
ened and encouraged by the promise of redemption to be wrought 
out through his own seed, under the gracious forgiving mercy of God 
— such is one great panel in this picture. Then come all those 
details which have for their inspiration the nation and its career ; the 
fruitful land in which it is to dwell, the gift of Jehovah ; the nation, 
his "son ;" the people of Jehovah, a chosen means of universal bless- 
ing to mankind, the messenger of the true God to the world, the 
center of light, whither the nations shall come up, from which peace 
shall be proclaimed in all the earth ; a conquering people, ruling the 
world, and, if faithless and punished, yet in its suffering repentant, 
and in its repentance suffering on behalf of those who sin, still the 
object of the Father's love, punished because loved, and then finally 
restored to its land, and realizing to the full its unity with Jehovah, 
its world-wide mission of salvation. And then, again, the drawing 
out of the various institutions of this national life in their promise and 
potency, the priest as a permanent source of blessing, the mediator of 
divine mercy ; the prophet speaking face to face with Jehovah ; the 
king of the line of David ever abiding upon the throne, the leader of 
the victorious nation, the judge among the contending forces of earth, 
the intimate companion of Jehovah, yea, his son, behind whom he 
stands in all the infinite might of his majesty. Such is a hasty sketch 
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of some of the details in the almost infinitely varied and shifting 
scenes of the prophetic outlook. 

III. The student of these Foreshadowings who approaches them 
from the historic point of view must be prepared to meet the question 
which here, more than in other modes of approaching and considering 
the subject, forces itself upon his attention, viz., Is not all that has 
been thus gathered together and presented in its historical devel- 
opment only a series of splendid failures to grasp reality ? We have 
seen from age to age prophetic anticipations gleam and glow, only to 
fade away and disappear ; and the particular historic situation in each 
case which has determined the prophet's words only makes more clear 
the failure in realization. What shall be said to this? Whv is there 
more in all this study than the testimony of failure ? 

a. No one can fail to have observed from the background of the 
historic situation in each instance what might be called the large lan- 
guage of the speaker. The dress has been too ample for that which 
it clothed. These seers used words of wide import, which are not to 
be limited in concrete and immediate fulfilment. The very amplitude 
of their vocabulary, the brilliancy of their idealized situation, testify 
in themselves to the impossibility of adequate fulfilment in the condi- 
tions of their origin. 

b. The general unity of the conception in the midst of the bewil- 
dering variety of details must be considered. Wide stretches of time, 
marvelously varied conditions of life, different classes and conditions 
of men — from all this there comes out a philosophy of history and 
life, a view of the ideal conditions and relations of humanity, of the 
character and purposes of Deity and his relations to men, which is of 
one general type, and a type which, it may be added, is the highest 
presented by any nation of antiquity. 

c. What lies behind the two considerations already advanced is that 
all these expectations, these interpretations of the past and foreshad- 
owings of the future, are infused with a spiritual element which is, after 
all, the essential thing in them, and which gives them their permanent 
significance. These seers felt within them the stirrings of that larger 
soul, their imaginations were quickened by supreme ideals, and hence 
they wrote so broadly and moved unconsciously toward a common goal. 

d. The fact that this hope did persist from age to age in spite of 
disappointment, that the series of "splendid failures "was continued 
steadily, fearlessly, triumphantly, is testimony to the fact that thev 
were not failures. 
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e. The testimony of the New Testament as to the reality and per- 
manence of the Messianic outlook of the Old Testament is unspeak- 
ably important, since it is the testimony of those who lived in, and 
were a part of, the world's greatest spiritual movement. They shared 
its insight, breathed its inspiration, and were thus able, as were no 
others before them, to behold the reality and the triumph of these 
their predecessors in the vision of that which is to come. Their forms 
of expression and their methods of grasping the large and rich ideal 
of the Old Testament may have been of their own times, imperfect, 
human, but this does not affect their verdict as to its essential char- 
acter. 

IV. From this point of view, finally, we may be able to determine 
the importance of the Foreshadowings of Christ, Messianic prophecy, 
in the history of the Jewish and Christian religion. It is not some- 
thing tacked on, a kind of anomalous excrescence which is appended 
to the Old Testament religion, external to it, for the purpose of prov- 
ing the divinity of Christ and the permanent and essential truth of 
the Christian religion. If it is only this, it is nothing. For, when 
looked at from this point of view alone and studied with this purpose, 
its contributions are meager and ambiguous. No, it is the very essence 
and life of the Old Testament Book. It is the vital breath, the ideal 
inspiration of the Old Testament life. It makes the Old Testament a 
book of permanent comfort, as it made the Old Testament religion 
a religion of hope, of high expectations, of divine trust and inspi- 
ration. It links Old and New Testament together in an indissol- 
uble unity, not so much because the one is preparation and the 
other fulfilment, but because the same spirit pervades both, the spirit 
of aspiration and trust. The New Testament from the vantage ground 
of the Saviour's advent looks forward with clearer vision and more 
assured hope to the larger realizations whose foreshadowings Old and 
New Testaments alike record. Both meet in the higher Messianic 
expectation of the kingdom of God, which is the kingdom of the 
Christ — still only foreshadowed. 



